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The Syrian Conflict


After Hafez al-Assad died in 2000, his son Bashir al-Assad took power after a one-party vote and the amendment of the Syrian constitution. Initially, the country had a “Damascus Spring” where political expression was freely exchanged. Assad did fulfill his promise of reforming the economy, but it left many Syrians poor. Additionally, he began to tighten the political regime. Riad al-Turk, a former member of the Syrian Communist Party and a prisoner for 17 years, described Syria as a “Silent Kingdom” as the citizens were never able to fight for their free speech ever since the al-Assad family has ruled the nation. 

Approximately in January of 2011, Hasan Ali Akleh set himself on fire to protest the corruption under Assad. Hasan imitated Mohamed Bouazizi, the Tunisian street vendor whose self-immolation was responsible for igniting the Arab spring. This then lead to civilians creating Facebook pages for protests called “Day of Rage,” for the same purpose as that of Akleh. The protests were initially small and took place in Deraa. More protestors came, and so did the severity of the injuries from government security forces. On March 18th, 2011, 100 to 200 protesters were rallying at the Ministry of Interior Forces building to free political prisoners in Damascus, as well as other cities including Deraa. Suddenly, the forces opened fire and killed four people. This event made the protestors arranged the Days of Rage every Friday and cause widespread rallies in the nations. Later on, former military colonels formed armed groups to defend civilians and protestors, such as Free Syrian Army and Free Officers Brigade.

While Assad’s government is relying on destroying civilians to maintain his power, many, especially the United States, debate about the appropriate international response. Those against military action infer that using military aggression will aggravate the forces to take more severe action, or declare war against the home country. Those for military action infer that the government has not cooperated with the people to settle the conflict. If the U.S. does not act, terrorist organizations along with Assad will take advantage of the war and once again Syria will become the “silent kingdom.” Obama has declared that if Assad does intend to use chemical or biological weapons against his citizens, then he would intervene with the Syrian crisis.

In August of 2013, Syrian protestors reported that Assad released a mass chemical weapon attack on Damascus. The government initially denied the attack, but they admitted into having chemical weapons. Secretary of State, John Kerry, described the Assad regime as “indiscriminate slaughter of civilians.” A month later after efficacious conferences in the Congress, the United States and Russia agreed to remove or destroy of all of Syria's chemical weapons stockpiles by mid-2014.
The Solution for the American People
Genocide never occurs as a self-evident event, especially after we witnessed the ending of the Holocaust. There are several stages that lead to genocide.  The first stage is classification, or the identification of a certain group based on race, ethnicity, religion, or nationality. This began early in the 1980s during Hafez al-Assad’s rule when he ruled as an Alawite, a minor sect in Islam, and excluded others who did not follow this sect through smaller genocides. This develops to dehumanization, when the victims are treated as sub-human, such as animals or nonliving things. Afterwards, the dehumanization is prevalent enough in society that it transcends to the government. The government typically organizes a plan to exterminate the victims through the use of their resources such as their own military, weaponry, and overall power. Finally, the genocide plan is executed. Given the Syrian crisis, Assad sent his security forces to shoot the protestors and shut down water and electricity for all civilians on March eighteenth. Unfortunately, these signs have already passed and political leaders everywhere have already declared Assad’s regime as genocide. Nonetheless, we need to recognize these stages and the possible large-scale negative effects upon the labeled group in order to identify a developing genocide. It may not happen in front of your eyes, but it is happening somewhere.

The U.S., as initially stated, has decided to intervene in the Syrian crisis by disarming the chemical weapons Assad currently possesses. We are fortunate to have a powerful government that is heavily influenced by the American people. Thus, we can address to our government, such as our local Congressman, about the issues within the Syrian crisis. We do not necessarily have to draft a bill, but we can suggest possible solutions to smaller issues within the crisis. These issues can range from providing Syrians basic needs to creating camps for refugees. Additionally, it is possible for us to take an active role on amending the bill as well. We are educated enough through our American history to determine the strengths and weaknesses in any foreign policy that Congress will enact. If we demonstrate enough of that concern and passion for the Syrians’ endangered freedoms, Congress will listen to our voice.

However, we cannot always depend on our government to take the action we ask for. Fortunately, there are many organizations developed and rated trustworthy through BBB to help the Syrian people. One organization is called Save the Children, which volunteers are currently providing all the basic needs for Syrian children refugees. They provide shelters, access to hospitals, schools, water, and clothes. One can donate money online to those providers, sign an online petition, or even join the team at Syria. Another organization is called the Syrian American Council. It began in 2005 and still runs today to promote the overall development of Syria, including education, the economy, and human rights. They keep a newsletter of the most recent events happening in Syria objectively and clearly. One can also join or start a chapter in their local community to spread awareness. They also have connections to other organizations similar to Save the Children such as Life U.S.A., Zakat Foundation, and Syrian Sunrise Foundation. Although it is not necessary for us to be completely involved with the crisis, we can still make a difference through small acts through online donation services and petitions.

Overall, the only action we cannot do is stand aside from this crisis. Nowadays, we are too apathetic to care about world issues, since our own individual issues are stressful enough to be concerned for. No one realizes that these small issues in America do come from large impacts of world issues. Many still blame President Bush’s declaration for the Iraq War on the cause of the recession in 2007, in which unemployment, low mortgage and interest rates are still current economic issues. According to Jeff Greene, a former candidate for the U.S. Senate, we could have prevented the Holocaust, the Reign of Terror in Cambodia, and the Rwandan genocide, but we remained neutral instead. These many examples further prove that we must take action for Syria. The warning signs, the government, and the organizations are all tools that can aid us in doing so. Therefore, it is our duty as Americans to take action and save the Syrian people.
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