
What’s Worth Remembering?
Genocide Remembrance and Prevention
Case Study: Uganda
Gracie DeSantis
Clover Hill High School
When looking back on our past, whether to ourselves or others, we are usually drawn to pleseant or legendary memories. But what should really be remembered? There is an elephant in the room that no one ever wishes to adress. 

“Gen·o·cide: [jen-uh-sahyd] noun the deliberate and systematic extermination of a national, racial, political, or cultural group” (Dictionary.com)

“Genocide is often thought of as something of the past…” millions of lives were destroyed in the Hellenic genocide of the 1890s, six million in the Jewish Holocaust of the 1940’s. “…and that the world learned its lesson after WWII. Unfortuanately though, not only has genocide continued…” 500,000 in Rwanda in the 1990’s. 300,000 in Darfur. “…but there is currently one unfolding in Uganda” (Melissa Black, 2005) having claimed a million more. 

Since 1962, Uganda has been ravaged by civil war. Each new government bringing on its own maleficence charged by racism and a lust for totalitarian authority. Altough this vicious chain of conflict has claimed many lives, the horrors there have escalated to true genocide. The Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), an insurgent guerilla force led by Joseph Kony, hopes to replace the Kampala government with a radical Christian regime based on the Ten Commandmants; however, their actions have been anything but pious. As of 2004, the LRA is responsible for the deaths of over 100,000 Acholi people. These numbers continue to rapidly increase. Over two million people have fled their homes for the safety of Internally Displaced Persons Camps (IDPs). An asylum seeker, Geoffrey explained, “The situation in the camps is very horrible. They blocked the decent way of life Acholis had.” IDP internment distorted Acholi culture, crippling them as a people. For instance, young men who would normally live separatly were forced to join their mothers and sisters in encampment, a tremendous disgrace. Extended families are crammed into exiguous huts, some the size of closets. Tiffany Gravel reports these people, “reside in more than 200 overcrowded camps. There mortality rates remain above emergency levels.”  With such close quarters, a single spark can engulf an etire village. Sanitation facilities are inadequate, allowing disease to travel as fast as flame.  Infections such as malaria run rampant in the camp alongside dissentary, cholera, HIV and other communicable diseases.  Food and water are scarce and sacred resources.  Tens of thousands of people in each camp must survive by sharing one meager well that would appear to us no more than a muddy puddle. One Ugnadan refugee named Merina distinctly recalls the children crying from hunger in her interview for the Campaign to End Genocide in Uganda Now (CEGUN) documentary. She told CEGUN, “I had fear all the time. When you are, today, still alive, you say, ‘Now, I don’t know if I will be there again tomorrow….So all our lives were in fear.’”  Uganda experiences nearly a thousand excess deaths a week as a direct result of IDP conditions. 

In addition, IDPs are continuously raided by the LRA. Acholi inhabitants are raped, murdered and brutally disfigured. Lips, noses, and extremeties are cut from LRA vicims. They are burned alive, bludgeoned, and forced to kill on eanother. Those who are reluctant to comply or those who attempt to flee are shot. Young adults are kidnapped and enslaved as laborers, prostitutes, and LRA soldiers. Children who would in America be learning their long division are given weapons to be used against their own families.  “Invisible Children” or “Night Commuters” flee at dusk to local schools and hospitals where they are protected from LRA cruelty. 

Remember the children in Uganda. They are not alone.

Milton Allimondi, Editor-in-chief of Black Star News, professed, “Human beings are not supposed to live, or exist in such conditions….People die of starvation, they die slowly, they die of disease, they die of planned neglect.” The cruelties in Northern Uganda are slow moving; they remain hidden and isolated to East Africa and are unstopable unless publicized. Genocide exists in Uganda because the corrupt government under President Museveni, despite several “peace talks” with the LRA, remains complacent and takes no action to dissolve the IDP camps or use military defense to protect his own people against Joesph Kony and his militia.

Ugandan humanitarian activists urge the United States to use their global influence to lobby to the rest of the world in turning their attention to Africa, shining a harsh light of interrogation on Ugandan government and guerillas. With speculations acutley focused to Ugandan corruption, the Kampala government will have no choice but to react. Lucy Larom, CEGUN Co-chair explains, “[the purpose of] our organization is to bring world awareness and world attention to this; because, if you don’t know what’s happening, you can’t stop it.”

In fact, after President Obama’s “Lord’s Resistance Army Disarmament and Northern Uganda Recovery Act” passed on May 24, 2010 to disarm and demobolize Joseph Kony and the LRA, a US task force of peace-keeping soldiers were sent to Uganda on Friday, Oct 15, 2010. Though this is a major step towards ending Ugandan Genocide against the Acholi People, the world is still miles away from preventing genocide for good.

Philosopher Bahá’ulláh once said, “So powerful is the light of Unity that it can illuminate the whole Earth.” Inspired by organizations such as UNICEF, MEND, CEGUN, and Invisible Children, Help on the Hill is a global outreach community within the Clover Hill High School (CHHS) and Chester areas and hopefully, in time, it will expand to include much, much more. Help on the Hill works with the What’s Worth Remebering? Genocide Remembrance and Prevention Uganda case study to raise awareness of genocide in the world and unite the community to donate time and energy to spread the word and educate the public on the critical condition of genocide. We will start by working with Invisible Children. An informational video on the crisis in Uganda has already been shown to classes at Clover Hill High School along with a Change for Change collection which raised over forty dollars in a week. A few deidcated and avid supporters and activists will be placing posters around the school advertising our mission. Several long-term events have been planed such as a raffle at the CHHS fall musical, an exhibit featuring the stories of genocide survivors in the school museum, and a charity booth in the school craft fair. We hope to work with other clubs such as the National Beta Club, National History Honor Society, Math and Science Community Council, as well as several other service clubs within Clover Hill High School to make this a reality and join together in puruit of a common and noble cause.

Only through awareness, education and global unity starting on the local level will any visions of a healthier world be made possible. I ask you now to ask yourselves, “What is really worth remembering?”
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1. Become Aware

No problem can be solved unless it is identifies and accepted.
2. Educate Yourself

Learning not only the events and details of existing genocide, but the prognosis of those of those in the past in crucial for you to evaluate modern situations and prevent future genocide
3. Spread the Word

There is strength in numbers; so, the more people that are aware of the crisis, the more people there are to work towards a solution. Societies who don’t face the same dangers as those elswhere in the world prefer to turn heads in favor of more pleasean thoughts.
4. Educate Others

Equip peers with the tools they need to act and continue the spread of awareness.
5. Activate Yourself

 Knowing about the issue, even as an expert, is an entirely different matter than working towards a solution.
6. Activate Others

Unite peers and add strength to the effort.
7. Donate!

Many organizations that provide aid to people torn by genocide (i.e. Invisible Children) are already established with missions and teams of professionsal to set them in motion. All they need are funds to keep things moving.
8. Cultural Awareness

Be aware of the different viewpoints and practices of cultures other than your own. This allows you to understand others in the world and bring different peoples closer together.
9. Acceptance

Accepting the past is the only way to learn from it.
10.  Vigilance

Though genocide is a horrible thing, it is not a rare occurrence and is likley to happen again. Use knowledge of the past to stand aware and ready to react. Genocides occir and escalate only when left unchecked from scrutiny.
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