The Genocide of Indigenous People of Latin America 
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The bright morning sun rises above the trees as the forest foliage glistens with dew. A small child runs after his father, and they head off the clear, running waters of the river ahead of them. The father patiently shows his son how to fish in the river, a warm, gentle smile on his proud face.

But this picture of contentment only lies in the dreams of indigenous peoples throughout Latin America. At this very moment, countless indigenous tribes are faced with genocide as the natural resources in their rainforests are being exploited. Tribes cope with violence and death as they are removed from their homes and relocated to other places. These people have no voice in their governments or in decisions that affect their lands and their lives. Tribal leaders, like Marcinnos Xucuru of the Xucuru in Brazil, have received numerous death threats for not yielding to outside demands to leave their homes. The government places them in new homes that bring further death upon the people, as they cannot expand their agriculture, which provides their sustenance and income. The government doesn’t provide the tribes with an adequate amount of food either. Shelter and sanitation are very poor. Many people suffer from malnutrition, and the infant mortality rates are astronomical. Living in extreme poverty, many tribes have been nearly wiped out, and there seems to be no end in sight.

The indigenous peoples of Latin America also face cultural genocide. The Latin American tribes aren’t constitutionally recognized by their countries’ governments, so they are constantly denied basic and vital human rights. The very few rights that do exist don’t adequately protect the tribes’ traditions and customs. They face heavy discrimination and prejudice where they have been forced to live, so their unique cultures are being extinguished.

How can we stop genocide from occurring? One way to “break the vicious cycle of genocide is to unequivocally affirm the past”1; we must acknowledge past genocides in order to identify the current ones, condemn them, and end them. The United Nations has taken action against genocides with its Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and its Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which attempt to eliminate the precursors of genocide. We can also help victims of genocide by getting involved in organizations like Amnesty International that work to preserve human rights and lives around the world. Another way to get involved is to write to the officials of countries involved in genocide to make them aware of global opinions about the crimes that are being committed. It is important to keep informed about genocides and spread the word to other people to make them aware of the great injustices taking place. Teaching tolerance to children is crucial because discrimination is a huge cause of genocide. Become involved with relief efforts. As a global society, we must take action and teach tolerance to our children to end genocide, and prevent it in the future, because it shouldn’t happen. Never again. 
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