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Sixty-nine years ago, in Germany and Austria, Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass, took place.  The homes of Jews as well as eight-thousand Jewish shops were broken into and destroyed.  Streets were filled with the glass from broken windows.  Thirty-thousand Jewish men were forcefully taken to concentration camps.  Over sixteen-thousand synagogues were broken into, and two hundred sixty-seven were set on fire.  Some may consider this event the beginning of the Jewish genocide. And the rest of the world did nothing. 


Genocide can take many different forms.  It can be the destruction of a religious, ethnic, national, or racial group of people.  It can involve inflicting pain upon a group in an attempt to destroy the group.  And genocide can be forcibly transferring children of one group to a different group.  This type of genocide is the type that is happening right now in northern Uganda. 


What some have called the most neglected emergency involving humans in the world is the war in northern Uganda.  Twenty-one years ago, the war began between the Lord's Resistance Army, which is commonly referred to as the LRA, and the Ugandan government.  Nearly two million innocent civilians have been victims of the war.  Mothers have been murdered and young persons have been buried, due to the failure of the Ugandan government to protect it citizens from the LRA. 


One of the most terrible occurrences of the Ugandan situation is that the LRA is kidnapping hundreds of children and forcing them to become child soldiers.  Each night, thousands of Ugandan children leave their homes in an attempt to escape being abducted by the LRA.   The children walk and run many miles to find a place to live, far away from the rebel organization.  An estimated ninety percent of the LRA's troops are children. 


Elie Wiesel, the holocaust survivor and Nobel Peace Prize winning author said, "The opposite of love is not hate, it's indifference.  The opposite of art is not ugliness, it's indifference.  The opposite of faith is not heresy, it's indifference. And the opposite of life is not death, it's indifference."   Today, we must not be indifferent or silent about the northern Ugandan genocide.    


Now, what can we do?  First, I suggest that you view the documentary, Invisible Children:  Rough Cut.  This particular documentary is the story of what three American college students experienced in Northern Uganda.  It is an in depth film showing the genocide in Uganda.   


Following their trip to Africa, the three filmmakers started the nonprofit organization, Invisible Children Incorporated.  Invisible Children Incorporated's main goal is to create awareness regarding everything that is currently taking place in the war in Uganda. 


Just two weeks ago, a group of people working for Invisible Children came to my school.  A documentary starring a fourteen year old Ugandan boy named Emmy was shown.  Emmy's father had died from AIDS, and his mother was living with AIDS.  Every other week, Emmy would make a very dangerous two day trip, by foot, to buy medication in order to treat his mother's AIDS infection.  During the trip he was in danger of being abducted by the LRA.  


Until I saw the documentary of Emmy, I knew almost nothing about the situation in Uganda involving genocide and disease.  Suddenly, I felt a connection to the children in Uganda that made me want to make a difference.  The film showed that the children in Emmy's village are suffering more than the poorest people in our country.  I felt so guilty that I was sitting in an fully wired auditorium, wearing brand new clothing, while watching a documentary of people dying, being abducted, and often having absolutely no clothes, clean water, or shelter.  They had nothing.  Not to mention that the documentary was being run through a wire between a brand new computer and a brand new projector.  It is just a heart breaking sight to see and think about. 


Imagine yourself in this situation:  You are a student in Uganda.  You are sitting on the ground of your school, because there are not any desks.  There are no sturdy walls, no sturdy roof, no electricity, and no plumbing.  Also, you may not take any notes or do any written work at school because you have no paper, pencils, or any other school supplies.  You also have a full bladder, but you must wait until you return home from school, by foot, and have the opportunity to go to the lake or river, to go to the bathroom.  While all this is happening, you are expected to follow what your teacher is teaching the class.   


Now, imagine this other situation:  You have just received brand new school supplies.  You have a desk to sit in at school, and a new building to learn in.  In the building, there is electricity, computers, and plumbing.  At any moment, while you are at school, you are able go to the bathroom, in a real bathroom, instead of a lake or river. 


Giving money to Invisible Children is the easiest way to make a big difference in the lives of the children in Uganda.  The money donated is used to create or refurbish schools in Uganda and to protect the children from harm.  Because people have been generous and have donated money, supplies have been purchased to enhance learning for schools in the areas which are in need of some of these things.  For Invisible Children to keep moving forward in protecting children and creating and refurbishing schools, we must donate money if we are financially able, and we must encourage others to do so as well. 


We can not do everything to help the children in Uganda.   However each of us can do something.  Remember your first thought of being a student in Uganda.  Think of how amazing it would be if the students were able to start enjoying some of things you imagined in your second thought.  We cannot be silent about the situation.  Elie Wiesel said, "I swore never to be silent whenever and wherever human beings endure suffering and humiliation.  We must always take sides.  Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim.  Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.

Donate by check to:      or       Donate online at: http://www.invisiblechildren.com
Invisible Children

2705 Via Orange Way, Suite B

Spring Valley, CA 91978


